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Montgomeryshire Wildlife Trust

Trustee Biographies 2025/26


Nicola Berry (Chair)
After working in London for many years, Nicola has come home to Wales, working part-time and remotely from Montgomeryshire as General Counsel of a tech start-up. Arriving from London, Nicola was initially delighted by the wildlife around her but then shocked to hear from her neighbours how the variety and number of birds, mammals and insects in the valley had plummeted over their 40 years of residence, Nicola was spurred to join the MWT board to better understand the reasons for the decline and in the hope of making a small contribution to reversing it.  She became Chair in February 2026.

Berni McEwan (Treasurer)
Berni is a CIMA qualified accountant, moving from financial management in the social housing sector to taking over a smallholding in Powys. He started his career in community involvement with three different environmental charities and is returning to his roots with MWT and supporting a more sustainable approach to the environment. 

Tim Ward
Tim has worked for over 30 years in commercial and product management roles for a range of UK and international life-science technology companies before moving to mid Wales in 2017.  He has a lifelong interest in all aspects of wildlife and conservation and is also a keen gardener with a special focus on creating a garden that is both attractive to look at and a haven for wildlife.  Since retiring he has become actively involved with the Trust, helping with habitat surveys and activities to preserve the Pearl-bordered Fritillary in Montgomeryshire. By supporting the Trust, he hopes that he can help to protect and enhance local biodiversity as well as increase public engagement with nature.   

Susan Morley
Susan was born in the United States and has lived in rural Wales for over 50 years.  Susan has worked as a researcher and environmental consultant and has a MA in International Development Studies. She has recently retired as an Open University lecturer teaching International Development and Environment. Her work has focussed on education about the Earth’s changing climate, along with threats to species and biodiversity, and how the need for action from individuals and groups as well as governments and companies is crucial. Susan runs a smallholding along organic principles, encouraging wildlife to thrive. She was a trustee/director of Cae Post Ltd and has worked with a number of voluntary organisations in Powys and the borders and has always been interested in and supportive of community-based projects that encourage people to get involved in improving their area whatever their background and skills.

Nick Burton
Nick has worked for 30 years as an open space, countryside and woodland manager in the public, private and voluntary sector.  He moved to Montgomeryshire in 2012 to work as a horse logger, undertaking forestry contracts in Powys and surrounding counties.  Although now retired, Nick continues to manage an 11 hectare woodland on a commercial basis, simultaneously restoring it to semi-natural ancient woodland.  Nick is the Chair of the MWT local group Friends of Deri Woods, a small volunteer group which works closely with Llanfair Caereinion Town Council who own the ancient community woodland.

Liz Lewis-Reddy
Liz Lewis-Reddy is a Principal Scientist at the Food and Environment Research Agency (Fera) where she specialises in land use policy.  Prior to joining Fera, Liz spent 8 years at ADAS working predominantly with Welsh Government and Defra to design and test better tools for enabling sustainable land management.  But even before that Liz worked for an amazing third sector organisation in mid Wales which is known for punching above its weight and going above and beyond for Welsh wildlife.  Liz wanted to become a trustee so that she can use her skills and knowledge to support MWT to continue to grow the people who deliver the projects that make such a positive impact. In her spare time, she also farms a 150acre organic beef and sheep farm just over the border in Radnorshire.

Graham Baker
Graham moved to Montgomeryshire forty years ago, initially running a wildlife-friendly smallholding alongside working full time in a number of senior management positions with Laura Ashley. A change to a freelance consulting career and the consequent requirement to work away from home meant relinquishing the smallholding, but he retained a keen interest in wildlife, both locally and abroad. Since retirement, he has had more time to devote to furthering this interest; being an MWT Trustee allows him to apply his experience in supporting the Trust in its work in the protection of and education in our precious wildlife resources.

Helen Anderton
Helen was a secondary school French teacher for eleven years in Hampshire and Surrey, and then a full-time mum and volunteer for local charities.  She became a leader with GirlguidingUK working with 5-7 and 14–18 year olds, where she took every opportunity to teach girls about the natural world. She also volunteered at her church, undertaking many roles including Youth leader and Parish Safeguarding Officer. Throughout her life wildlife, particularly birdwatching, has been a passion and she and her husband moved to Wales in Oct 2023 to develop this passion by using their land for nature. She joined Montgomeryshire Wildlife Trust and its Bird Group in Jan 2024 and volunteers regularly on work parties. She is concerned about the depleted state of UK wildlife and believes that engaging young people is the way forward for nature renewal. 
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